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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The LORD-MAYOR, 


The ALDERMEN, 
AND 


Common council of the City of 
LONDON, _—— 


H 0 have always been eminent = 
their Generoſity and Charity; for 


ing Premiums, and beſtowing Marks of Ho- 
nour, upon ſuch as have diſtinguiſh'd them- 


1 ſelres by their Councils, or by their Arms, in 
the Service of their King and Country; by 
their conſtant Attachment 10 the Conſtitution 


in Gurcb and State 3 


The Author of the following Narrative 


Inſcribes it with great Reſpe#, in ſome Hopes 


of being rewarded, at leaſt of their Com- 
paſſion, for the Pains. he has taken, and the 
Money that he has ſpent, in the Service of 


Rel: gion, their King, and their Country, 1 their 


moſt humble Servant, 


84 
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their Encouragement of Trade and 
Commerce, and all the liberal Arts; for giv= 


me 


—_— n it 
— 
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YEFORE I begin my Narrative of Com- 


' a Debt of Gratitude, which I always pay 


with the higheſt Pleaſure, I have received many 
Teſtimonies of Reſpect, and Civilities, from the 


1 Principal of the Biſhops, and other Gentlemen; 


ſome of them perfect Strangers to every Thing re- 
lating to me, but my Chera#er, and Circumſtances : 
In particular, I deſire the Earl of Hardwick to ac- 


cept of my thankful Acknowledgements, for an 


handſome Preſent, made me in a very genteel 
Manner : I mean not to lefſen my Obligations to 


any of the Biſbops, or others; but, then, I hope 
none of them can blame me for doing Juſtice 


to his Lordſhip's Benevolence, where there could 
be no other Motive. | FE 


"Amongſt my Friends and / Acquaintance, Mr. 
Plummer, Knight of the Shire, and my Pa- 


riſbioner, has, and ought to have, a mw large 
Share of my Eſteem, and Affection, for {50 
'given me at a Time when I muſt have gone to 


| Priſon ;, and in a manner that very much height- 
ened the Obligation, becauſe he took Pains to 


make it ſeem leſs. I have other Acts of Genero/ity, 
and Piety, to acknowledge, which derive more 


Honour to his Character, and a greater Bleſſing 
to his Family, than the moſt immenſe Eſtate 
hoarded up, or ſpent in Shew, or laviſh'd in Pro- 
digality, can beſtow ; but, I hope, this Gentle- 
man, great and good as he is, will excuſe me, if 
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INTRODUCTION. 


; plaints, it is fit that I ſhould firſt diſcharge 
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1 diſtinguiſh another Perſon, not the leſs " SHR] 


able for not being a Gentleman, who is abſolutely 


Mr. Richardſon, the Printer. When J game to Ware, 


gularly, by quarterly Payments, ( 5o, and never 


could fave any Fhiag out of my Income ever ſince 


the Change of my Livings, towards getting out of 


Debt. As ſoon as I was poſſeſs d of Mare, or, ra- 
ther, as ſoon as Mare was poſſeſſed of me, he ſent 


me a kind Letter, told me, that any Sum of 


Money that I wanted was at my Service; and 


when he ſaw that I liv'd as fragaly as poſiible, 
he forgave me the whole Debt. I forbear ta in- 


large upon his Character, becauſe 1 know noc bow 


to do it Joſtice. 


J am obliged to conceal another 8 to 


whom I owe many and great, tho? nat equal, Ob- 
ligations, and which I have received at different 
Times, and all of them with Circumſtances of 
great Reſpe? and Kindneſs. It is an Act of 
Self-Denial, that I am forced to ſtop the ſtrong 
Current of my Gratitude, by not making my 
Acknowledgments as publick, as his Charity was 


ſeaſonable. I am afraid of being mare particular, 


tor fear of giving Offence. 


Having made my grateful Acknowledgments 89 
my Friends, I would willingly prevent the Reſent- 


ments of ſuch as may be diſpoſed- ro be angry. 


I mean to effrout no Man, but to be reſpefful to 
all my betters, eſpecially the Biſbhops. Several of 


them have acknowledged to me that they are per- 
ſuaded of my moſt affectionable Eſteem for 
the whole Order. My Grandfather, Dr. Sparrow, 
was a Biſhop of great Learning, and Piety, whoſe 
F ly were Feen, Generations before he was 


bl 


the greateſt Genius, the beſt; and the moſt amia- 
ble Man, that I know in the World; I mean, 


I was £9o in his Debt, tho? I had clear'd off re- 
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I am a Candidate for Eterniiy; and what ſhould 
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« Lord. 1 hope I ſhalk have the Ren-fit of his 
Character. Some of the Facts may poſſibly give 
Offence; but, they are related in a plain Manner, 


without any Reflections, and without any inward 


Reſentment. If I can ſave myſelf from Ruin, and 
do Juſtice, tis all that I aim. All my Views are 
fixt, my Hopes are full of another World, 


make an immortal Being very anxious, or much de- 
lighted, but the Thoughts of Immertality! I am 


travelling to a Country from whence 1 ſhall never 
return, and am almoſt at my Journey's End; and 


I fee many of my fellow Travellers as intent upon 
their Accommodations on the Road, as if they 
were at Tome, and ſcrambling fo: what they 
are going to leave behind them; I fee them with 


ſame Amazement, with more Concern; but with 


as little Envy, as I ſee a Party of Children, 
highy ple-ſed with their childiſh Diverfions, or 
ſquabbling ahout their Marbles, | | 
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flaviſh a Curacy, that had I been there, half 
fifteen more, I ſhould/nothave had a- Tooth left 
I behav'd myſelf in ſuch 
a Manner, that the Path (the Diſſenters not ex- 
cepted) were very kind to me, and ſubſcribed 
25 Guineas a Year towards the Daily Prayers. 


My Behaviour recommended me to the Favour. of 
Judge Price, and Lord Palmerſton, who, without 
knowing any Thing of each other's Intention, and 


as much without my Knowledge, recommended 
me, in the ſtrongeſt * Manner, to the [Biſhop of 


London; who, as they both aſſured me, was pleaſed 


to give me the beſt of Characters. But, Mr. 


Jens, the Gentleman who rented the Living of 


Dr. Erant, dying, I was apprehenſive that I ſhould 


be diſcharged, unleſs I would conſent to read the 
early Prayers, and do the laborious Part of the 


Duty, for '{20 a Year. Upon this, I waited up- 
on the Biſhep, laid my Caſe before him, told him 
how cruel a Thing it would be, after having been 
the ſole Inc umbent for ſeveral Years, I ſhould. be 


; degraded i in ſo ignominious a manner. His Lord- 
ſhip was pleaſed to anſwer, that he would repre- 
ſent my Cale in the ſtrongeſt Manner to Dr. Grant. 
But, inſttad of repreſenting to him, with how 


much Reputation to myſelf, and how much to 


the Satisfaction of the People, 1 had behaved | 


9 2 


| WAS ern Years Curate of St. Dunſtar's 
in the Weſt, by Temple-Bar ; which was ſo 
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rfl, during the fifteen Years I had fer? d-the 
Cure, his Lordſhip was only pleaſed to fay (I 


had it from Dr. Grant himſelf) he had promiſed 


to mention it to him, and ſo he had, but rold 
him, he might do as he would: Some Time af- 


TE terwards I waited on the Biſhop for a Turn at St. 


Paul's, telling his Lordſhip, that he had often 
done me that r Favour, but now I came to aſk it 
as Bread; but, tho“ he had never before refuſed 
me, now he thought fit to give me a flat Denial. 
Tho' I fave been Tepreſented as an hot Man, for 


ew that Grant had betrayed him ; for I 


and never omitted an Opportunity of 
"FF. \ his Writings in publick, and his Cha- 
- racter in private. 

Being fo long out of et and Reiz all 
upon Credit (or J muſt have dicd in 
ity like a poiſoned Rat in a Hole) my el- 


of my Dr's. Degrees. This occaſioned great 
A Speculations, concerning the Reaſon of ſuch a ſur- 
9 Prizing Event; but, tho' all were at a Loſs for 
the true Motive, yet all agreed to ſhew me great 
Reſpect. A little before, my Acquaintance ſhunned 


me, and ſeemed to be afraid of me, as the 


Viermin ſcamper away from a tumbling Houſe; 


but, now every Body that I met, ſmiling upon 


me with Pleaſure, and Amazement, wiſh'd me 
8 th and a Relation at the Recommendation of 


would not ſpeak | to me) gave me my Living in 
1 Suffolk, 
9 About this Time there was a. Scheme ſorm'd 
by ſeveral eminent Divines, for a <veekly Paper, In 
pb Support of 8 2 and 88 the Biſhops and 
5 | CETgY, 


o warm a Zeal for Religion, the Biſhop - 
# always ) haved, with the utmoſt Reſpect to his 


2 deft Brother; at my Requeſt, made me a Preſent 


© his. Siſter (who, in the Time of my Adverſity, : 


eee 
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Priend, the late Lord Palnerſan, offer d 150 


ſent, undertook the 


[6] 


ci, and all uſcfol Literature, and 1, was thought 


a proper Perſon to be put at the Head of. it, 
though, a Defigh which required greater Abjli- 
ties, and more Knowledge than. I. was, Maſter 


of, made me the moſt improper. Perſon, How 
ever, I conſulted my, then, _ 
Biſhop of London that now is; his Anſwet.,was, 


y good. Friend, the 
a moſt excellent Deſign, This is the Thing that wt 


have wanted theſe fifty Years. Upon this Encou-. 


ragement, I -underrook it; but being mofe ap» 
proved of, than ſupported, it procured me no- 


thing but great Trouble, much ill Will, and A- 
buſes of all Sorts; great Expence, and freſh Nif-_ 


ficulties. 3 3 EET ain 18111 1 
" Before it was ſet up quite a Year, my kind. 


1 
4 


£300 a Year, belides Preferment, if 1 wo 
turn it into a minifterial Paper; but I was ſo 
hot, that my intemperate Zeal for the Intereſt of 
Religion and Virtue, &c. induced me to refuſe; tha 
greateſt political Advantages. -. | 


y | I a - TL LETS LS 
Much about the ſame Time (for it was à little 


fooner) another remarkable Accident happened. 


which ſhewed what a violent hot Man I was, and 
what imprudent Things Zeal without judgment 
will produce. Gordon, the Tranſlator. of Tacitus, 
a much hotter Man, tho“ a profeſt Infidel, wrote 
the moſt ſcandaloufly abuſive Remarks upon an 
excellent Sermon of Biſhop Hare's, . upon, the 
Zoth of January; how it happened, I know en,? 
bat ons of the Clergy, tho* They, as well as the 


Biſhop, were ſo fcurrilouſty treated, appear'd in 
their Defence ; but after he and the Þ | 
triumphed a conſiderable Time, a particular Friend: 
of the Biſhop's defired me to anſwer, him, I 
waited on his . at Barn Elms, had his Con · 

-duſe, and after exchanging 


arty. had 


— I 
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| 2 Herring this, with ſome other Inſtances of 
nki 


che*unkind Treatment I had met with, when his 
Grace, with the utmoſt Amazement, lifted up 
boch his Hands, ſaying, J have no Notion how 


Mien can Poſſibly att ſo. 


I ſhall now give ſome Account of the unkind 
Behaviour of my preſert Dioceſan to me; When I 
carne -firſt to St. Dunſtar's, J had. the Honour of 


as great an Intimacy with his Lordſhip, as could 
ſuhliſt between a Perſon of his Character and Sta- 


tion, and one in my low Situation; inſomuch, that — 
he has ſent to me, on a Sunday before I was 

fſtirring, to preach for him at the Temple, which I 

© never refuſed to do, if I could get any Supply for 


my on Chnrch. This kind Intercourſe, and the 
moſt friendly Correſpondence, continued uninter- 
rupted, till the Dear of Chicheſter was made Biſhop 


df Bangor. His Lordſhip, then, of his own Ac- . 
cord, was pleaſed to make large Profeſſions of 

_ - Friendſhip; and'a kind Apology, for not having it 

in his Power to promote me to any Thing in 

that Dioceſe, for that he thought himſelf obliged 

to give, what ſmall Things he had in his Gift, to 


the Natives of the Country. I was pleaſed with 


his good Intention, and ſatisfied with his Anſwer. 
But, as ſoon as his Lordſhip: was tranſlated to 
 Sabiſoury, one of the Canons of that Church gave 


me Notice of a vacant Pretend, before the 


je" 
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Biſhop could have any Intelligence of the Vacan: 


ey, and infifted upon my afkmg it, for that there 
was z Deſigu of bringing me in Canon. Accord- 
ingly I wrote a very reſpectful Letter to the 


Biſhop; taking the Liberty to introduce my Pe- 
tition, with reminding him of his kind Apology 


for not prefering me when he was Biſhop of Bau. 
gor. His Lordſhip never anſwered my Letter, 
becauſe, as he told a Friend of mine, he was 
determin'd. not to give me the Prebend, and did 


not care to give me a flat Denial. A little be: 
fore I had my Paley, T waited on his Lord- 


ſhip, at Fulbam, in hopes of receiving a Pre- 
ſent, for a Book which 1 had ſent him; but, tho 
his Lordſhip knew that T'publiſh'd it to* fAife a 
Contribution for the Payment of Debts, con- 


tracted, not through any Extravagance, but in 


the Service of the Publick : He was pleaſed to re- 
primand me for going about the Country in that 
Manner, and never aſk'd me to drink, tho* I 
walked all the Way from Londen. I treated him 
with all imaginable Reſpect, expreſs'd the utmoſt 
Concern, leſt I ſhould have done ſomething to 
diſoblige him; to which his Lordſhip replied,” 10, 
you never did any thing to dijeblige me, neither,” 
While I was unprovided for, Biſhop Gooch's 
Curacy at Sr. Clements Eaſt- Cheap became vacant, 


and his Lordſhip, knowing my diſtreſsful Situa- 


tion, made me his Curate in Oppoſition to the 
united Petition of the Pariſhioners, in favour of 
another Perſon who had officiated there for forrie 
Time. Half a Year afterwards there was 4 Pa- 


rip Meeting, and I had the Pleaſure to be preſent 
when his Lordſhip received their publick Thanks 


For bringing me amongſt them; and when I left 


the Pariſh they gave me a parting Teſtimony of 
_ their good Opinion of my Conduct, by making 


me 


tne a Preſent : So that it is difficult to ſay which 
behaved with the moſt Kindneſs to me, the Biſhop, 
or his Pariſhioners. Hence ariſes a natural Objec- 
tion againſt me. It may ſeem ſtrange that, as I 
had been many Years Curate to his Lordſhip, had 
behaved with ſo much Credit to myſelf, and fo 
much to his Lofrdſhip's Satisfaction, both in the 
Capacity of a Pariſb- rig and a Publick Writer, 
lie ſhould never think me worthy of ſomething. 
better than a private Curacy. It may very well | 
ſeem ſtrange to the World, becauſe it is ſo un- 
commòn a Thing, but I can account for it very 
naturally. His Lotdſhip was one of the moſt ge- 
nerous and friendly Gentlemen that ever I knew, 
and ſhew'd that he had a good Degree of Kind- 
heſs for me; but I had very ill Offices done me. 
Some of his Acquaintance would have perſuaded 
him to diſcard me totally, as a Perſon unworthy 
of the Honour of his Friendſhip. My Crime was 
this. I had publiſh'd a Pamphlet, intitled, The 
Conſequences of Trade, and of the Moollen Trade in 
Particular; and ſpent a great deal of Money in 
= Purſuit of a Scheme to prevent the Exporta- 
tion of unmanufactured Wool. This Pamphlet was 
in ſuch great Reputation all over the Kingdom, 
. that, without knowing who was the Author of it, 
it was ſaid that he deſerv'd to have his Statue ſet 
up in every Trading Town in England. Strange 
indeed! that for the ſame Thing 1 ſhould forfeit. 
the Friendſhip of the Biſhop, and deſerve ſuch a 
publick Mark of Honour from the Nation. 5 
When I had carried on the Miſcellam eight 
'Years, it recommended me ſo. ſtrongly to the late 
Archbiſhop Potter, that he was determined to take 
Care of me; and, as an Earneſt of his future Fa- 
vours, he offered me theſe Livings. This brought 
me into a great Difficulty, I had, then, a Living 
| | * | SL 
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in the Country worth J 102 a Y ear, which was 
ven me by a; Relation, while 1. was Curate to 
Biden Gooch. My Curacy was worth 1990 per 

Ann. So that according to the beſt 
that I could make of the probable Income of ack: 
| EEE Vicarages, Curate, Tenths, Taxes, and Repairs, d 
= ducted, my Income, upon Fg Whole, wou | 
= | not quite C 100 a Tear; conliderably leſs th than 55 A 
1 was, then. This was a very diſcourag | 
3 cumſtance, but I had ſtrong prudentig e ; 
for being deſirous to fecure the Patrovage of a Per = 
{. 0 | ſon, who, I was ſure would have it in his Payer. to 3 
5 rw me ample Amends for any Loſs that 1 Wan —— 
„„ 817 by the Acceptance of ſo great an | 
1 However, as it was a Matter of} uch Con 8 0 
0 | | to the Happineſs of my Life, I conſulte, 
Mx . the viſeſt Men lever knew, I mean, the lats, Baer 
| k 8 London, who readily anſwered ;. ** Tow mit 40. 
* T « cept of the Livings,, or bis Grace vill think, vc 
—_ _ 10 Confidence in bis a ; * the WY 
3  * the Werld will blame you.” po fe. 02 1 
| f 55 chearfully accepted OP 1780 was for 
— _ InteT Time, to lay out n. two. old 
e and had no 18 than 20 allo awed me ar 
. pFiSdationt. The, Houle at 205 70 is very large, ſx 
| . Looms 81 4 loor, two Coach- houſes and, — — 
ble that I can make little Uſe. of; about three 
| hundred Feet of Paling, between live ang. ſix. thou- 
fand Feet of T; Eng, and a large expenſive, Garden, 
to be kept in conſtant Repair, not an; Aere of 
Glebe Land, and 1, myſelf, in a more en denz 
Situatior chan when I was a Curate at London, 
Not chu ung to truſt to the Eidelity of any. F- 
<ourite, in a reaſonable Time I took a proper Op- 
portunity of ch the diſagreeable State of my | 
Affairs before his Grace, As I expected (for his þ 


Chg 


Grace Was. a OY Wehe 0 he, abſolutely BIO: 
- mile 


3% On) : 
miſed to make me eafy, but, it pleaſed God to 


take hit away before he performid bis Promiſe: - 


I was lately in ſome Hopes from the high Opinion, 
and the great Regard that Mr. Potter, at that 


Time, expteſꝰd for me, that, as his Grace had left 
him an ample Fortune, he would have made me 
fome Saris faction for the Loſs I had ſuſtain'd by 
his Grace's Promotion; but i wrote two very re- 
| m— Eerters to him to that Purpoſe, and never 


eould' have the Favour of an Anſwer, nor the Op- 
portunity of ſeeing him. After fome Time, by 
the Intereſt of the preſent worthy Maſter (to whom 

I take this publick Opportunity of 3 
Thinks) I recover'd the Arrears of an Augmen- 


ation; payable to the ſmall Living of Thundridge ; 


* 


and 1 guitting ir juſt before 


but, chen, my former Living being a Nebtory, 
A Fur Harveſt, the Loſs of 


ak the Corn, and the Dilapidations which T paid 


ty Succeffor, balanced that Account. 


My next voluntary Patron was the. late Lord 
_ Eother. In the Year 23 I dedicated the Life of 


it Mont to him, and afterwards inſcribed to 
y Book on' Tithe, which pleaſed him fo well 


Geher 
that he ſent his Steward, Mr. Barber, Member of 


Parliament for Stamford, with a Kind Offer of 


\ his Patronage. It was a little before the Earl of 
Cheſterfield was call'd home from Ireland, to be ap- 
pointed one of the Secretaries of State. And there 

Was ſo great an Intimacy between the two Earls, 


that Lord Gower order'd Mr. Barber to aſk me 
whether I would go to Treland, for, that he was 
fure of being able to provide for me that Way. I 
accepted the Offer very chearfully. But Lord 
Cheſterfield's Return home put an End to that 


Scheme, but not to my Expectations. It hap: 


d that his Lordſhip wanted my Defence of 


him againſt the Jacobites at the Time of the Re- 


( 2 2 Belliou, 
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etter to 


ther co ſtrengthen my Intereſt in his Lordſhip, or 
n 


Fair Copy was ent to Trentbay, but his Lord 


ſhip alter d his Mind, and would not publiſn. ik; 


: n the Expence of ſeveral Books whiah | 
his Lordſhip had of me, to the Value of about 


three Guineas, I Joſt the Opportunity. of lrxing 


"IO 


the World know what I had to ſay, in his Lord- 
ſhip's Vindication (I venture to affirm, that ho- 
| holly but a profeſs'd Jacobite could object againſt 
it) and was 8 Fellow-Sufferer with his Lordſhip, 
in my Reputation, without ever receiving one 
Farthing Reward, for my Inſcription, or Defettce 
of him, dr being permitted to ſee his Lordſhip. - I 
temonſtraficed in the moſt humble and reſpectful 
Manner imaginable to his Lordſhip by Letter, but 
without an Anfwer. I have ſince addreſs'd my- 
ſelf in the ſame Manner to the preſent Earl, but 
vath as little Effect. I then applied myſelf to Mr. 
Barber, by the, Advice of. that worthy Gentle- 
man, Mr. Lebiſon Gower, as the fitteſt Advocate 
tor me, he having been the Perſon employed, to 
1 e — — 5 5 5 55 | bring x 
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bring me the Offer of his Lordſhip's F. e 
and che chief Inſtrument in procuring, thro' his 
Importunity, my Vindication; but, though he had 
been, before, punctual in his Anſwers, and was al- 
ways my moſt affectionate, and my moſt obliged bum- 
"ble Servant, I never could get any Anſwer from 


Having hitherto been unſucceſsful in' my Ap- 


plication, I was reſolved to try another Expedient. 

I had a great Opinion of the Character of the 
Duke of Bedford, and conceived ſome Hopes of 
procuring his powerful Interceſſion with his Rela- 
lion. Accordingly, J applied myſelf, to his chief 
Domeſtick, Mr. Butcher, laid my Caſe before him, 
and left a Book, which he promiſed to deliver, to- 
gether with a Letter from me. Mr. Butcher's An- 


fwer wasito this Effect; 7 dare anſwer for the Duke's 
"Generv/ity ; you may depend upon an handſome Preſent, 
\@nd"that his Grace will not keep you long in ſuſpenſe 5 


Aut, whether he will think it proper to intermeddle 


in the Affair of Lord Gower, his Graee is the Bet 


Judge of ſuch delicate Affairs; but you certainly have 


4 Demand upon the Eflate of the late Earl, and 
Mr. Barber, is obliged in honour to concern himſelf. 


went ſeveral Times to Bedford-Houſe, but I always 


-xeceiv'd-for anſwer, that the Book and Letter were 


laid upon his Grace's Table, but that he never had 
*faid any thing to him about it. This I am ſure of; 


that his Grace never ſaw my Letter, nor the Book 


neither. How that happen'd I know not, but . 
ko the Conſequence, I never could get any Re- 


hef. I ſhall try what this Narrative will do, for I 
hall trouble his Lordſhip, Earl Gower, and Mr. 
Barber, with one of them. I aſk for nothing but 
common Juſtice, of his Lordſhip ; I aſk for nothing, 
of Mr. Barber, but his Endeavours to procure it 
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5 * this Time I had another Inſtance of 
Lord Gower's great Opinion of me, and of my ill 
Succeſs in all my publiet Undertakings. The Re- 
Aellion broke out, and as all that was valuable to a 
© Proteſtant, to an Engliſhman, to à Chriſtian, was in 
Danger, I wrote in Defence of his Majefty againſt 
the Jacobites. His Lordſhip correGed-every Sheer 
of my Pamphlet as it came from the Prefs, which 


he would hardly have done if he had not highly ap- 
proved of my Performance. But, it received much 


— Honour than his Lordſhip's Approbation. 


the Means of one of his Majeſiy's Domeſticks 1 
procure my Pamphlet a private Audience, by 


guns it laid upon his Table. Curioſity ſoon in- 
bim to read it, and he return'd” it to the 


Gentleman with this Character of it, it is @ ey 


good Thing. All his Enemies thought as well of it a4 
his Majeſty did, fer I loſt all my Intereſt in them; 


and very good Preferment from them, but had the 
Pleaſure of receiving public Thanks from a Writer 
gf Notę on the ſame Side. 


I have. mer with many. bungpeins ments ter the | 


greateſt is till bebind. The late A. B. of Canter 


= 2 for Humagity and good Ereeding, hardly. had 


his Equal. His Character as a Gentleman was 10 


|  Gogularly eminent, that I never had Oeccaſion to 


write to him but I received an Anſwer under his 


dun Hand, and always written with the utmoſt 
| Kindneſs. In this reſpect he was ſuperior to all the 


great Men I ever knew. The laſt Letter that he 


wrote to me, ſhewed the Weakneſs of his Nerves; 
but then it ſhewed' the Greatnets: of his Reſpect for 


me, in writing to me with ſo much Difficulty, 


After That. he always anſwer me by Mr. Herring. 

By his Graces Advice J publiſh'd my Books on 
Prayer, &c. and with his Conſent Inſcribed/ it tor 
him, "He woyld not W's me to dedicate it to him, 


but 


n 


CEP: 


5 Book on Patronage, and the Duty' of Patrons; 


61 


but told me, if I would inſcribe it 10 him, it fbould ze 
| the ſame Thing to me, and he would thank me. He 


was impatient for the Publication of the Book, and 
gave me five. Guineas, to haſten it. Some Time be - 


fore, I had - propoſed to throw myſelf upon the 


Mercy of the Publick, by the Advice of the Biſnop 
of Dur bam, but his Grace s Anſwer was, leave That 
1 ne. When I publiſh'd the Book, not being well, 


I ſent it to him, and followed it as ſoon as I was 


better. When I went, I found he had been reading 
it, and ſaid,” 1 find you have gone to the Bottom of 


> the Subject, but I did not doubt of its being well 
written, or Words to that Effect, and gave me ive 


Guineas only for the Bindiyg of the Book, as he ex- 
preſs'd himſelf; and from that Time to his Death, 


never truſted himſelf alone with me. I wrote a very 


moving Letter to him, which his Grace anſwered 


dy Mr. Herring (a very worthy good natured Gen- 
ileman, to whoſe Humanity I am indebted) where- 


in he told me, that be would have provided for ma, 
if he could have done it, without doing Injuſtice to 
others. Thus I have been taken under the volur- 


_ #ary Patronage of three of the greateſt Men in the 


Kingdom, two of them Primates of all England, 
and have been à great Sufferer by every one of 
them; whilſt 1 behav'd myſelf as well as ever 1 
could, and have done as much Service as ever I 
could, to Church and State, to the Biſhops and 


_ Clergy, for many Years under iwo Dioceſans, with- 
out being able to get any Thing at all from them, 
| beſides the Mort:fication of ſeeing Perſons prefer'd 
before me. that have never born the Burden and Heat 
ef 4be Day; nay, perhaps, ſcarce ſuſtain'd the milder 


Heat of their Morning Sun. Whether this be right, 
or not, the Biſhop' of London, has determined, for 
he made me very great Compliments upon my 


told 


SE, T 16 1 
told me, that I had ſpoke bis very Sextiments, . 
that he had very freely given his Opinion to Biſhop © 
Gibſon. | 
The following Petition I deliver'd laſt Year to 
feveral of my belt F riends e the B Mops. 1 


To the Mo 57 Reverend the A s and | 
tile Right Reverend the Bisnops. 


The Moſt HUMBLE PETITION of 
OT lia Mebſier, D. D. | 


SHEWETH, 


'H AT your Petitioner hath been W 1 
of forty-three Years in the Dioceſe of Lon. 
2 and taken a great deal of Pains to diſcharge 


all the parochial Duties of a Clergyman, and pre- 


fumes that he has diſcharged them with great Cre- 
dit to himſelf, and as much to the Satisfaction of 
his Dioceſan: 
That, notwithſtanding the conſtant Burden o& 
theſe private Duties, he has found Time to diſ- 
charge the more difficult Duty of a public Writer © 
for thirty five Years, in various Capacities, and, 
for above nine Years of that Time, has carried on 
a 4weekly Paper, call'd the Miſcellany, in Defence of 
Religion and Virtue, the Biſhops and Clergy, > with 
fo much Scceſs, as to make himſelf MOTO of all 
forts : | 
That, by being a | OE and half out of all Bu- 
fineſs, and living ſolely upon Credit, together 
with divers unexpected and unavoidable Loſſes, 
Diſappointments, and Expences, attending the Exe- 
cution of his public Schemes, he was breught con- 
ſiderably into Debt: 1 
| That, above ten Years ago, from a great 2 
ire 


| 5 HT . 
ire of doing Juſtice, he waited on the /ate 
Biſhop of London, for Leave to go abrœad till 
the Revenues of his Livings might clear off 
bis Debts; his Income not being large enough 
for any Savings ſufficient for that Purpoſe ; but 
was anſwer'd,. that the Living of Ware was 
4 a Cure of great Conſequence, that he had 
& done a great deal of good there, and might 
« do a great deal more, and that therefore his 
* Lordſhip could not conſent to his being abſent 
* folong:” Fe 8 5 8 | 

That, having waited till he was out of all 
Hopes of getting any Addition to his In- 

come, he was advis'd, and inclin'd (out of a 
ſtrong Principle of Juſtice) to ſolicit a charita- 
le Collefion, which he began with ſo much Suc- 
ceſs that he would ſoon have made himſelf eaſy, 
as to his Debts, if it had not pleaſed God to 
viſit. him with a Fit of the Palſey, which left 
ſuch an habitual Weakneſs upon his Limbs and 
Spirits, that he'has not had Courage and Strength 
to execute ſuch a tireſome and diſagreeable Un- 
dertaking : 1 ; 23 
That, the Biſbops being the natural Patrons of 
all Clergymen, who have ſuffer'd by their Endea- 
vours to do ſervice to Religion, eſpecially by their 
Writings, and having received much perſonal Reſp: 
and Kindneſs from many of them, he is encourage 


to apply to them for their paternal Aſſiſtance, 


5 : dom : 


in ſuch Manner as ſhall ſeem meet to their Wiſ- 
That, as he has ſhewn no little Zeal for the 
Credit and Intereſt of the Clergy in the -Courſe 
| of the Miſcellany, and by writing in Defence 
of their Maintenance and Tithe, he apprehends 

it will be ſufficient, if your Lordſhips will - 

5 od Db e ES 1 & : 


* * 
2 2 , = LY . 
—— es — * 


| Cf) x7 
fo "DAP as to _ his Book upon Proj 


and the Sacrament, to ſuch of them as are in 


affluent Circumſtances, and that they will be 


ready to take one of them, and pay a fmal! 
Compliment to a Perſon, who has taken the moſt 


friendly Pains to ferve the whole _ of the 


Clergy: 

That, as 5. your: Petltioner has been a Sue 
in the Service of Religion, the Nation, and the 
Government, he cannot help thinking it hard, 


fingularly hard, that no on: Perſon either in the 
Church, or State, has undertaken to be his Ad- 


vocate, ſince he is not able to be his own; 
while ſome young Clergymen, in and about 
London, without any publick Merit to recom- 
mend them, dave found Friends to ſerve them, 


and to raiſe 4 or gool. for the Payment of 


Debts, contracted fometimes not ſo honourably : 
That, as to any Addition to his Income, your 
Peritioner does not aſk for above 40 or ;ol. 


* Year, to fave him from great Diftreſs, in caſe 
he ſhould be render'd incapable of doing his 


Duty (as he has Reaſon to expect to be in 
a little Time, he being now very unfit for it) 


by ſixty-oight Years of Ke, and the * at- 


* it. 


Tat * all theſe Accounts, ifs your Lege will 
fate bis Caſe into your compaſſionate Conſideration, 
you will do a moſt ſeaſonable ABR of Kindneſs, for 
«obich your Lordſbips moſt dutiful and * | 


Petitioner will ever . &c. 


+4 was in "a ne this Petitiin would have had 


cures 


| aue $900 Effect, * heir Intereſt ul have pro- 
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cared me ſome· Aſſiſtance beſides their own private 


Charity, and my Caſe deſerved it. I was farther 


induced to expect their Recommendation of my 


Book. The Subject was ſeaſonable, and the Exe- 
cution of my Deſign not unworthy of their Encou- 
ragement. I receiv'd the Thanks of the moſt 


Learned, and the moſt Hliterate. The Subjeb was 


old, but I am certain, there is an Improve- 


ment of it, both as to Subſtance, and Method. 
I cannot deny myſelf the Honour of publiſhing 
a ſhort Letter of the juſtly celebrated Dr, Young, 
which I receiv'd from him ſoon after he had 
read my Book. I preſume upon his Leave to 
publiſh it, becauſe his Character will be of great 


Service to my. Reputation, and no Diſcredit to 
his own. AS ot 1 


DAR Six, 


* Have read over your Diſcourſes with Appe- 


« tite, and I find in them much Piety, Perſpi- 
« cuity, Eloquence, and Uſefulneſs. God grant 
„ them all the Succeſs they deſerve, you wiſh, 
and the World wants. Moſt. aſſuredly, De- 
votion is the Balm of Life; and no Man can go 


* unwounded to the Grave.“ 


1 am, ; 


Your's, affeionately, | 


E. TOUuN o. 


But with moſt People, Religion is dead, and 
> nothing, but God, can 


bring it to Life again. 
D 2 p p 


The 


5 1 26 , | 
The Petition was, drawn up in the Year 35; 


ther Fit, though of - a. different Kind, which 
very much affected my Strengib, and Spirits, and 


Is am now leſs able to ſollicit Aſſiſtance, and ebn- 


ſequently, ſand ſo much the more in need of it. 


Many Gentlemen, who are ready enough (and 1 
thank them for it) to relieve me, themſelves; _ | 


that they are the worſt Beggars in the World ; bul 
I muſt obſerve, that where they have a political In. 


tereſt, or, Charafter, to ſupport, they make the very 


beſt and moft fuceeſsful Beggars in the World, Like 
the Widom in the Goſpel, that tired the unjuft 


Judge by her continual Application, they can 


prevail upon Perſons to grant their Regueſt, if 
it be but to get rid of them. But, to ſpeak as'a 
Chriſtian, we are commanded to promote Charity 
with a becoming Zeal, to go about doing good, to 
hunger and thirſt after it; to promote Scftite and 
Charity in others, as well as to practiſe it gur. 


I am now almoſt incapable of doing my Duty, 
and as incapable of being at the Expence of hiring 
People to aſſiſt me. My Pariſhioners, I thank 
them (ſome good People excepted) are more ready 


to defraud me of my Right, than to beſtow Fa- 


vours upon me: To make my Life as uneaſy 


as poſſible, inſtead of rendering it as comfortable. 


I have caſt many Pearls before them, and they have 


turn d again, and rent me. A. great Part of the 


Living depends upon vcluntary Contributions, and 


for ſeveral Years, Trade and Religion have declined 


together. The People have Jeſs Money than 


4 
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ever they X had, and they never had ſo little / "Oo 


clination to part with it. Ever ſince I came 


amongſt 


— e 
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amongſt them, I have done them all the good. 
in my Power, and they have, many of them, re- 
rurn'd me all the Evil that ill Nature could in- 
vent. I will not ſay, as St. Paul faid by Alexan- 
dier the Copperſmith, th: Lord reward them according 
to tbeir Works; but I can truly fay, as our #eſſed 
Maſter faid of the Jets, Father, forgive them, for 
they "know not what they do. = 5 
But I correct myſelf. Theſe profligate Villains 
did know what they were doing. They #4ew that 
they were contriving the Ruin of the Innocent and 
the Deſerving; and ſuch a Deſign could be form'd 
by no other Inſtigation than that of ſome Infernal 
 Fileftere fi nequis ſuperos, Acheronta movebs. 
This is their Maxim, and this ſhould be their 
Mato. 1 N ; 
Several Schemes were form'd againſt me while I 
was carrying on the Miſcellany; particularly one, 
by an Iafide! Phyfician. Immediately after I came 


to Vare, there was another villainous Report 


whiſper'd about the Pariſh, by an Jufidel Lawyer. 
By whom this laſt Plot was invented, I can't tell, 
at leaſt I can't prove. But this I am ſure of, with- 
out any Proof, they are neither Chriſtians, nor 
Gentlemen, About ſeven Years ago died one Mr. Tho- 


mas, at Tottenham z as honeſt a Man as ever lied. 


I had known him a long Time. I Gem 'd, and 
lov'd him. His Family were well reſpected and 
viffteu by all Perſons of the firſt Faſhion in the 
Place; which was not without Quality, Members of 


Piaruament, and rich Merchants. As I had an In- 


timacy with them, I offer'd the Vidow and her 


two Daugbters, the Uſe of my Houſe, and the 


Liberty of rating Boarders. How long this Miſ- 
chief has been hatching I can't tell : But, ſince it 
broke out, I muſt take it to be of ſome ſtanding. 
| | | | Bur 


i en Mei cp r_ylYyYl ET ny RE = ra TT, 


[22] 

But, I have lately receiv'd ſome anonymous Letters, 
accuſing me of a criminal Correſpondence with 
one of the Daughters; and a Perſon of my Age 
and Infirmities was not very well qualified to keep 
any thing, but his own Counſel; which your 
Keepers could not conveniently do in a Boarding- 
Houſe, without a vaſt deal of cunning Contrivance. 
The Letters I would publifh, if they were not too 
full of Bawdy to be fit to be ſeen. My own Cha- 
racter is too publick not to be known, and too well 
eſtabliſbd to be call'd in queſtion. The Charaer, 
and Conduct of the Ladies are as wunblemiſh'd, 
wherever they have lived, Yet, the Mother has 
been repreſented as a Baud to her own Daughter, 
and the Siſter as a Pimp. The Boarders as Spies 
upon their Conduct, but conſenting to the 
Scheme, and thereby making themſeves Par- 

ties and Accomplices. This Story could not, 

and did not meet with Credit by any Perſons 

of Reputation ; but the Place is fo low, and the 
People in, general ſo wicked, that they are glad 
to embrace and propagate Scandal. The moſt vir- 
tuous Woman can't marry before ſhe is half gone 
_ with Child, becauſe it is too much the Practice 
of the Tows.: A hopeful People! The Miniſter 
has a fine Time of it! He may be more. properly 
call'd a Herdſman, than a Shepherd; and to be 
" ſent hither to feed Swine, rather than. Sheep. 


The young Lady, though conſcious of Inno-. 


cence, could not help being greatly affected, 
and I could not be unconcerned,. either for her, 
or myſelf. Her Perfections both of Body and 
Mind are ſuch as would have recommended 
her to my Choice, had my Circunſtances been 
ſuitable. Her Temper is inimitably ſweet. Her 
Behaviour affable, prudent, and inoſfenſtve. I 


never 


ac Je 

never knew a Perſon of more common Senſe, 
and fitter to judge rightly of Propriety of Be- 
haviour, and Things. Her Belief in a Pro- 
viaence, and her Truſt in it, are great; tho? 
her Temptations to Fear, from the Weakneſs 
of her Conſtitution and Spirits, are ſtrong. Her 

Filial Piety towards her Mother, her natural Af 

fellion towards her Siſter, the Tenderneſs of her 
Nature towards Diſtreſſes of any Kind, are hardly 
to be parallel'd. Could I turn ſuch a Perſon out 
of Doors, as theſe mercileſs Villains, in the Cruelty 
of their Diſpoſition, were pleaſed to order me ? 
She has done me great Honour in being my Nur/e ; 
her Prudence and good Nature may be the Means 
of prolonging a poor, ſhort Life, and making a 
very uncomfortable one, at beſt, more tolerable. 


VV 


M.. The Author may be heard of at Mr. Jobn- 
ſon's, Stationer, in Paternoſter-Row , Deputy 
. Clark's, and Mr. Owen's, at Temple-Bar. 
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